140                 NAVAL MEMOIRS, 1910-1915

would like to repeat the original offer, and if our Admiralty agreed
they would place the Archimede under my orders. This was
approved and she arrived at Harwich on 2nd December. After
she had practised rapid diving for some time under Waistell, I
decided to take her into the Heligoland Bight on the first
favourable opportunity, but none occurred until the i5th
December.

We were going through one of the periodical invasion scares,
and I was told tp keep the " Oversea " submarines in readiness to
proceed anywhere they might be required.

Thanks to our Intelligence Service, the Admiralty were aware,
on the evening of the i4th, that a force of enemy battle cruisers,
cruisers and destroyers were sailing from the Jade River early
on the 15th, and returning on the night of the i6th. This was
taken to indicate, that the enemy ships might be on our coast
at daylight on the i6th; warnings were sent out to the Senior
Officers of the Coast Patrols to this effect, and dispositions
were made to cut off the enemy's retreat with the 2nd Battle
Squadron, Beatty's battle cruisers, an armoured cruiser squadron
commanded by Rear-Admiral Pakenham, and Goodenough's
light cruisers.

The whole force was to operate under the orders of Vice-
Admiral Sir George Warrender, commanding the 2nd Battle
Squadron; at that time the most powerful unit of the Grand
Fleet. Tyrwhitt's force, consisting of four light cruisers and 23
destroyers, was to wait for orders off Yarmouth.

The battle cruisers sailed from Cromarty, and the other vessels
of the Grand Fleet from Scapa Flow ; the latter in heavy weather,
which prevented their destroyers sailing with them; the
Commander-in-Chief therefore informed the Admiralty that he
considered the co-operation of Tyrwhitt's destroyers of the
greatest importance, as the enemy would be accompanied by
strong destroyer forces. The Admiralty, however, considering
the defended ports of the Humber and Harwich as the most
likely objectives, awaited developments before giving Tyrwhitt
any further orders.

I was ordered to hold eight submarines of the " Oversea "
flotilla in readiness to spread on a line 30 miles N.N.W. from the
ten-fathom line of Terschelling, through which it was thought
the enemy might pass next day. I did not like this disposition,